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TYeacher Education : The Existing Scenario
The system of teacher education in India'is presently in-a stz:lte gf
turmoil. The past few years have witnessed unprecedented expansion in
almost all sectors of teacher education, specially in respect of elementary
and secondary teacher education programmes. There is nothing inherently
wrong in the expansion of the system provided it is systematic and based
on the needs of the expanding school system. Thus, mere growth of teacher
t it does cause concem

education per se cannotbe a matter of concemn, bu
if it leads to the dilution in quality-or standards. It is also true that the
the government sector alone, could not™—

expansion, if it had occurred in
have possibly led to the dilution of standards. There is @ perception that
. the Jeterioration in standards is due to the uncontrolled expansiorn of the
— systemin-the private,(smancing) sector, without proper assurance of
maintaining quality in teacher education by mt*providingfiharequmed,
infrastructural and instructional facilities or by not recruiting the required
numiber of properly qualified staff. T —
_The entry of private sector in the system of teacher education has
er tors of education or of other sub-
systems of the society. In fact, itis the offshoot of the policy of ‘liberalization’
pursued by the country since early nineties. The inability of the state
governments to set up new teacher education institutions or to provide
grant-in-aid to the new private institutions gave impetus to the
establishment of self-financing institutions. The expansion of the teacher
education system, no doubt, was needed to meet the increasing human
res ource requirements of the expanding school system but unfortunately,

the state apparently abdicated its responsibility for teacher preparation
and-left-the-field open for the private sector.

The dissatisfaction with the system of teacher education-anditsquality
is mot a new phenomenon. In fact, this has been articulated time and o
again during the past six decades. The Education Commission (1964-66)
made a detailed critique of the teacher education system as it existed in
the early 1960s. Realizing that the teacher education programmes were,
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